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English summary1. This publication is the second part in YWCA-
YMCA of Sweden’s series around UNSCR 2250. The first publication 
YPS – Youth, Peace and Security: UNSCR 2250 Experiences from 
YWCA & YMCA was published in 2020 2.
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MOVEMENTS TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNSCR 2250

BACKGROUND
On December 9th 2015, the UN Security 
Council unanimously adopted the resolu-
tion on Youth, Peace and Security – UNS-
CR 2250. The resolution recognizes that 
”young people play an important and 
positive role in maintaining and promoting 
international peace and security”. It calls 
on UN member states to give young people 
a greater voice in decision-making at the 
local, national, regional and international 
levels and to set up mechanisms that ena-
ble young people to participate meaning-
fully in peace processes.

In 2020, young people between the ages 
of 10 and 24 constitute 1,8 billion people. 
One in every four young people is affec-
ted by violence or armed conflict. Young 
people face large-scale challenges due to 
violence, inequality, migration, shrinking 
space for civil society, changing labour 
markets and climate change. At the same 
time, young people around the world are 
fighting for peace, justice, inclusion, gender 
equality and human rights. It is therefore 
of the outmost importance that work is 
underway globally to support young people 
in utilizing their full potential as a positive 
force in society.

UNSCR 2250 WORK IN SWEDEN
Although the recognition of young people’s 
important contributions to peace processes 
has grown over the past years, the most 
central challenges remain – structural bar-

riers to young people’s participation and 
opportunities for influence, lack of human 
rights and insufficient resources to ensure 
that they can be properly included.

Successful examples of working with 
UNSCR 2250 are found among the Swedish 
duty bearers and youth movements. A stu-
dy of the Swedish YWCA/YMCA movement 

show that 97% of the of the local organiza-
tions have some kind of work that is rele-
vant from the perspective of Youth, Peace 
and Security. At the same time, the know-
ledge of the resolution is low. Thus, it is 
evident that the pillars of UNSCR 2250 are 
naturally present in the movement’s core 
operations and activities. While the pillar 
Participation receives more attention, there 
is work being done in connection to all five 
pillars of the resolution – through youth-led 
activities, partnerships with different actors 
and by targeting marginalized youth.

1 For the full publication in Swedish, go to: www.kfum.se/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/ 
Sa-skapar-unga-fred-och-sakerhet-KFUM-Sverige.pdf

2 The publication can be found here: www.kfum.se/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/
UNSCR-2250-Experiences-from-YWCA-YMCA-YWCA-YMCA-of-Sweden.pdf
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KEEP THE HOLISTIC VIEW!

Sweden promoted a holistic perspective on 
the Youth, Peace and Security within the 
UN Security Council. Examples from local 
YWCA/YMCAs show that the youth move-
ment always work with several UNSCR 2250 
pillars. The initiatives around UNSCR 2250, 
regardless of whether they are preventive 
leisure activities or governmental strategies, 
have a greater effect when they are based 
on a holistic view of societal challenges.

CONTINUE SUPPORTING  
THE YOUTH MOVEMENT!

Swedish duty bearers agree that funding 
youth organizations is an important prere-
quisite for them to be able to continue to 
carry out activities and create important 
spaces for young people. In turn, such 
activities where young people participate 
and influence decisions are important for 
building democracy. Long-term support is 
important in order to be able to implement 
the resolution in Sweden and globally. 
The fact that the YWCA/YMCA and other 
youth organizations have opportunities to 
receive financial support for working with 
Youth, Peace and Security enables young 
people to really be involved in implemen-
ting the agenda.

INFORM ABOUT WHAT  
YOU ARE DOING!

Local YWCA/YMCA examples illustrate that 
the Swedish youth movement contributes 
to strengthening democracy and fostering 
a culture of peace. Activities that can be 
perceived as simple leisure activities give 
youth conditions for long-term engage-
ment, participation and decision-making. 
However, the youth movement has to make 
its contribution and its role visible and thus 
be able to utilize its potential. Duty bearers 
express a general knowledge of the YWCA/
YMCA as a movement but it is not seen as 
an actor working for peace.

JOIN FORCES FOR DIVERSITY!
Marginalized youth simultaneously hold potential and possible risk. Examples from the YWCA/YMCA movement clearly show that the expert knowledge about youth is found in the youth movements. To a grea-ter extent, youth-led organizations should be seen as a way to reach young people who are standing outside of traditional societal structures.

Interviews with Swedish duty bearers such 
as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Swedish 
International Development Cooperation 
Agency and the Swedish Agency for Youth 
and Civil Society show that they have 
integrated the resolution Youth, Peace and 
Security in their work on some levels but 
are willing to do it more prominently. The 
resolution now has its place in some of the 
strategies for Swedish aid. Further, duty 
bearers highlight the need of expanded 
partnership with youth-led actors and civil 
society. This would also make it possible 
to provide financial support to relevant and 
new actors to a greater extent.

LOOKING AHEAD
Important steps are being taken towards 
making room for generations of contempo-
rary and future peace builders. With that 
said, the work has just begun. Conditions 
needs to be given to fully implement the 
agenda. What can the work in Sweden con-
tinue to do and what can be done better? 
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